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CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 4123 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJ: DEFENSE MINISTER RESIGNATION SHOULD NOT AFFECT 
DEFENSE POLICY 

REF: OTTAWA 4114 (NOTAL) 

1 . CANADIAN DEFENSE MINISTER JAMES RICHARDSON 
ANNOUNCED HIS RESIGNATION FROM CABINET ON OCTOBER 13. 
HIS ACTION WAS PROMPTED ENTIRELY BY DOMESTIC CONSIDER 
TIONS. IT COULD HAVE SERIOUS POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES 
FOR PM PIERRE TRUDEAU AND HIS LIBERAL PARTY GOVERN- 
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MENT, BUT IT IS UNLIKELY TO HAVE ANY SIGNIFICANT 
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AFFECT ON CANADIAN DEFENSE POLICY. 

2. RICHARDSON, IN REMARKABLY STRONG LETTER 
OF RESIGNATION, ASSAILED 1) GOC POLICY ON 
BILINGUALISM AND 2) PROPOSALS FOR AMENDING 
CANADIAN CONSTITUTION. SINCE BOTH ISSUES ARE 
EMOTIONAL AND MUCH DEBATED AND ARGUED, HIS 
DEPARTURE COULD ENFLAME ALREADY TENSE RACIAL 
SITUATION BETWEEN FRENCH AND ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
CANADIANS. IT ALSO DEALS SERIOUS BLOW TO 
LIBERAL FORTUNES IN THE PRAIRIES, WHERE LIBERAL 
PRESENCE IS LOW. WHILE TIMING OF HIS DEPARTURE 
WIDELY CRITICIZED, RICHARDSON POINTED OUT THAT 
CANADA MOVING RAPIDLY TOWARDS A DECISION ON 
BOTH ISSUES AND THAT IF HE WERE TO BE AN EFFEC- 
TIVE SPOKESMAN FOR FORCES OPPOSED TO CURRENT 
TRENDS, IT WAS ESSENTIAL TO QUIT NOW AND MOBILIZE 
FORCES BEFORE DECISIONS TAKEN. 

3. MORE PROSAICALLY, DEPARTURE OF RICHARDSON 
FROM DEFENSE MINISTRY PROBABLY WILL NOT BE EX- 
CESSIVELY LAMENTED BY MILITARY AND CIVILIAN STAFF. 
ALTHOUGH RECENT DEFENSE REASSESSMENT RESULTED 
IN INCREASED MILITARY SPENDING, HE WAS NEVER 
REGARDED BY HIS PERSONNEL AS STRONG AND ARTICULATE 
SPOKESMAN FOR MILITARY CAUSE. INCREASED BUDGET WAS MORE 
RESULT OF ECONOMIC PRESSURES FROM GERMANY 

AND OTHER NATO ALLIES THAN IT WAS RESULT OF 
EFFECTIVE ARGUMENTATION BY RICHARDSON. IN 
ANY EVENT, DEFENSE PERSONNEL SHOULD BE RE- 
ASSURED BY STATEMENT MADE BY PM TRUDEAU IN 
HOUSE OF COMMONS OCTOBER 13 THAT DEPARTURE 
OF RICHARDSON WOULD NOT SIGNIFY ANY GENERAL 
CHANGE IN DEFENSE POLICY, NOR ANY REDUCTION 
OF GOC COMMITMENT TO LONG TERM DEFENSE BUDGET. 

4. PENDING APPOINTMENT OF NEW DEFENSE MINISTER, 

BARNEY DANSON, MINISTER OF STATE FOR URBAN 
AFFAIRS, WILL SERVE AS ACTING MINISTER. THERE IS 
SPECULATION REGARDING RICHARDSON'S SUCCESSOR, 
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BUT NO FIRM INFORMATION. JOSEPH GUAY, 

LIBERAL MP FROM ANITOBA AND A FRENCH CANADIAN 
TO BOOT, HAS BEEN MENTIONED, BUT SUCH APPOINT 
MENT WOULD PROBABLY BE VIEWED BY MANY AS OUT- 
RAGEOUS SINCE GUAY HAS NO APPARENT SUBSTANTIVE 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE JOB AND IS BEST KNOWN 
FOR POKER-PLAYING AND BACK-ROOM CONVIVIAL 
DRINKING SESSIONS. HIS APPOINTMENT WOULD CER- 
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TAINLY BE BLOW TO DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT AND 
WOULD BE CLEAR INDICATION THAT, WHILE DEFENSE 
POLICY WOULD NOT CHANGE, APPOINTMENT OF MAN IN 
CHARGE PREDICATED ON ISSUE OF BI-LINGUALISM AND 
GEOGRAPHY RATHER THAN ON PROBLEMS OF CANADIAN 
DEFENSE. 
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